
PLAYFUL STILL LIFE PHOTOGRAPHY
This resource will guide you through 
a range of different ideas for 
photoshoots with a playful and 
explorative approach to still life 
photography.  Through this project 
you will be using your 
resourcefulness and creative 
thinking thinking to transform the objects 
around you into something new and 
exciting!    

AGE RANGE:
11-14 (and for adults who still enjoy 
playing!)  These activities can be 
completed on your own or as a 
family.

SUPPLIES:
. a mobile phone that has a camera
. . random objects from around your 
home
. a biro/pencil/pen

TIME:
EEach photoshoot could take 
between 30 minutes to several 
hours exploring different 
possibilities, depending on how 
much time you have to spare.



PLAYFUL STILL LIFE PHOTOGRAPHY
PHOTOSHOOT 1
ANIMAL-OBJECT HYBRID

. Find a number of di. Find a number of different objects 
from around your house which you 
think could make up a part of an 
animal.  Look at the examples for 
inspiration.

. Ar. Arrange the object on a plain piece 
of paper and draw around it to 
complete your animal-object 
illustration.  You could draw using a 
pencil, biro or pen - whatever you 
have to hand.

. Pho. Photograph your creations.  Make 
sure your photographs are well lit, 
in focus and taken from above.

. Aim to create a whole menagerie 
of hybrid creatures.

. Try giving a name to each creature 
you make.



PLAYFUL STILL LIFE PHOTOGRAPHY
PHOTOSHOOT 2
MERGED OBJECTS

. Ar. Arrange 2 (or more) objects that 
you would not expect to see 
together to create a new, strange 
and surreal object.  Consider 
different ways that your objects 
could be connected.

. Que. Questions to ponder whilst you 
create...What could this new object 
be used for?  Where did it come 
from?

. Aim . Aim to make a collection of 
different objects in this way and 
photograph each one from different 
angles.  

. Use a clear backg. Use a clear background which has 
just one or two colours when taking 
your photographs so that the main 
focus is on your object.

Tip: ExperimeTip: Experiment with using filters on 
your phone, cropping and adjusting 
exposure/contrast to enhance your 
photograph if you are able to.  You 
could also download a free app to 
edit photographs on your phone.  



PLAYFUL STILL LIFE PHOTOGRAPHY
PHOTOSHOOT 3
PATTERN

. C. Create a pattern out of objects you 
have around the house - consider 
repetition, shape and colour.  This 
works best if you have lots of the 
same or similar things in different 
colours such as paper clips, crayons, 
lego etc.

. If . If you need some inspiration, you 
could look at the work of Adam 
Hillman, society6.com/adamhillman

. Photograph your pattern from 
different angles.  Take at least one 
from an aerial viewpoint like the 
examples below.

Tip: Tip: Try using a ‘mirror’ effect to 
enhance your pattern which can be 
found on free to download photo 
editing apps.

This resource was made by Anya Miles.  
I would love to see the photographs you 
take.  You can share your creations on 
Instagram and tag @anyamiles.art
or e-mail your images to 
anyamilesdesigns@gmail.com.

HHave fun creating art at home! 
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