
DIY TOOLS AND INKS COLLAGE
This resource will guide you through the 
process of creating your own tools using 
found objects as well as your own ink 
using everyday materials.  You will then 
embark on a creative exploration of 
mark-making resulting in a collage 
composition outcome.  

I I would love to see the artwork you make.  
You can share your creations on 
Instagram and tag @anyamiles.art
or e-mail your images to 
anyamilesdesigns@gmail.com.

AGE RANGE:
10-14 (and 10-14 (and for adults who still enjoy 
playing!)  These activities can be 
completed on your own or as a family.

SUPPLIES:
Ink: turmeric/ beetroot/ coffee/ tea
TTools: sticks/ bubble wrap/ toilet roll 
cardboard/ bubble wrap/ feathers/ 
string/ cocktail sticks/ cotton bud
Scissors
Glue-stick
Paper
Masking tape

TIME:TIME:
2-3 hours (approx)



DIY TOOLS AND INKS COLLAGE
HANDMADE TOOLS

. G. Gather an assortment of objects to 
make your tools from.  Think outside 
the box for this task - consider using 
bubble wrap, cardboard tube, 
cling-film, twigs, string, cotton buds, 
feathers, cocktail sticks, leaves, 
corrugated cardboard, moss.  
WhWhatever you have around the home 
or can gather from a walk or garden.

. Create your tools, think about what 
could make interesting masks.  Start 
by using masking tape to attach your 
feathers/leaves/cotton buds to a 
twig. 

. Create your own roller by taping 
some bubble wrap or cling film to a 
cardboard roll.

. There is no right or wrong way of 
doing this, have fun and play with 
what you have.



DIY TOOLS AND INKS COLLAGE
NATURAL INKS

. It is nearly time to test your tools 
but first you will need to make your 
own ink.  Here are some ideas of how 
to create a few simple different 
coloured natural inks:

. Boil a . Boil a kettle and add a small amount 
of hot water in a mug to a heaped 
teaspoon of coffee granules and a 
tea/green tea/ peppermint/fruit tea 
bag.  The coffee will create a brown 
ink and the tea will produce different 
coloured paler inks depending on 
whwhat type of tea you use.

. Mix a bit of water to turmeric in a 
glass to create an earthy yellow ink.  
Make sure you keep stirring it as the 
turmeric can separate.

. Use beetroot juice from some 
cooked beetroots for a vibrant pink 
ink - put in a jar or glass.



DIY TOOLS AND INKS COLLAGE
TEST YOUR TOOLS

. Using the inks you have made try 
out your tools on a piece of paper.  
This can be a messy process so it’s a 
good idea to put a piece of 
newspaper down first.

. H. How many different types of marks 
can you make using the same tool?
. Try using the tool on it’s side, 
backwards, gently and roughly.  You 
could try listening to music and make 
marks responding to the different 
sounds.

. Don’t . Don’t worry about trying to make 
your marks look like anything at this 
point.

. Create your marks using your 
different tools and inks on 4 pieces of 
A4 paper or on a large piece of paper 
if you have one.



DIY TOOLS AND INKS COLLAGE
COLLAGE

. Once . Once your ink is dry you can start 
creating your collage compositions.  
When you are creating your 
compositions it is important that you 
are thinking about how to achieve a 
balance between different kinds of 
marks and colours.

. Some ideas . Some ideas for your collage which 
work well are: stacking stones, 
geometric shapes, mointscapes and 
building structures.  Draw around the 
shapes you want to cut out lightly in 
pencil and then cut them out.

. When . When you are happy with your 
composition, glue them down onto a 
piece of paper.  I have used coloured 
paper but plain paper works well too.
You can then add details using a 
fineliner or biro.

This resource was made by Anya Miles.  
You can share your creations on Instagram 
and tag @anyamiles.art
or e-mail your images to 
anyamilesdesigns@gmail.com.

Have fun creating art at home! 
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MORE IDEAS:
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